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Iraq War veteran David Bellavia, who was passed over by GOP leaders in last spring’s NY-26 special election won by Rep. Kathy Hochul, is raising campaign cash to gauge support to a potential challenge to the Democratic congresswoman this fall. 

Bellavia sent a web video and missive to some 400,000 people, urging them to help him decide whether to take on Hochul and “try to help save this country.”

The video includes footage of a live firefight that took place in Fallujah, Iraq, where Bellevia received a Silver Star and a Bronze Star. He was also nominated to receive a Medal of Honor. 

In the lengthy letter that accompanies the video, Bellavia casts Hochul as a “rubber stamp” for President Obama and calls her out for opposing the Keystone Pipeline project, saying: “Hochul is a reason our families pay so much for gas today! What is she thinking?”

It sounds like Bellavia is ready to go full steam ahead with a challenge to Hochul, but he’s holding off due to redistricting. 

“(H)ere’s why I can’t jump in this race just yet: liberal New York politicians are creating new Congressional Districts,” Bellavia wrote. 

“They’ve been holding back for months, dragging their feet and drawing secret lines to help Democrat incumbents like Rep. Hochul.”

“It’s hard to believe – we simply don’t know what district we live in yet! But the courts have forced the politicians to announce those new districts in the next few weeks, and I need your donation if I am to get in this race as a strong competitor.”

If I have the support of patriotic Americans like you and your family, I know I can run and win.

Bellavia is getting assistance from veteran Western NY political operative Michael Caputo, who is also currently assisting Sen. Mark Grisanti behind the scenes and is perhaps best (or at least most recently) known for his rocky relationship with Carl Paladino after he worked on the Buffalo businessman’s failed 2010 gubernatorial bid. 

Bellavia isn’t the only Republican mulling a challenge to Hochul. 

Former County Executive Chris Collins and Amherst Supervisor Barry A. Weinstein have both said they’re waiting for the district lines to be finalized before making a decision about whether to enter the race. 

Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos has said that WNY is ripe to lose a district – by seeing existing districts combined, potentially forcing incumbents into primary battles or so-called fair fights – due to its loss of population over the past decade. 
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